
 

Program Objective 
In Northwestern Ontario, many small and medium size enterprises have 
difficulty accessing the appropriate expertise and resources to move their idea 
to the marketplace. 

 

The intent of this program is to provide technical assistance and support 
services to assist in the successful launch and growth of their early stage 
innovation.  This assistance would include, but not be limited to, the following 
services: 
 

1. Access to engineering design and design-for-manufacture resources 
2. Collaboration for prototype development 
3. Technical feasibility analysis 
4. Productivity enhancement analysis 
5. Marketing research and market development support 

 

Small- and medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) can receive up to $5,000.00 
in assistance towards the developmental costs of their idea through the 
ADVANCE – Early Stage Innovation Initiative Program. 

Eligibility  
The client must be a Canadian firm (<100 employees, incorporated or in the 
process of incorporating), seeking assistance in the development of new 
products, processes or services, or in the adoption of technology, which has the 
potential to help increase sales, employment or productivity.  This program is 
not intended to support, nor is applicable to, retailers or resellers. 

Administration Fee 

Application processing and other related service provided by the Northwestern 
Ontario Innovation Center requires an administration fee of $400.00 + GST 
payable by the applicant at the time of approval.  

Project Completion Deadline 

All projects must be complete no later than  
February 28th, 2010. 
 
This program is supported by the  
National Research Council Canada 
Industrial Research Assistance Program  
(NRC-IRAP). 

 

A D V A N C E 

Early Stage Innovation Assistance Program 

How to Apply: 
You can apply for this 
program by contacting 
 
 
Northwestern Ontario 
Innovation Centre  
1294 Balmora l  St . ,  Ste.  150  
Thunder Bay,  ON  P7B 5Z5  
Phone:   (807) 768-6682  
Fax:   (807) 768-6683  
Tol l  Free:   1  866 768-6682 
in fo@nwoinnova t ion.ca  

 
Online Applicat ion  
www.nwoinnovat ion.ca  

 


